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Knowledge in another Aspect
&2 2% Liu, Yu-Pei

With the word “knowledge” being brought up, the first image that comes to mind is often
someone wearing glasses, staying up late hitting the books. This general idea stems from the
fact that most people, inclusive of some teachers and parents, put too much emphasis on the
importance of reading and studying while neglecting the importance of learning from practical
experience. There is no doubt that we can never overlook the importance of books; however,
we often forget that knowledge isn’t always passed down in the form of letters and words. ¢

Take Mother Nature for example. In the era when humanity
first came into being, there was no paper or, of course, books on
the planet Earth. Our ancestors learned from Mother Nature—our
very first source of information—and started to understand how
the world functioned. They learned from experience and was
able to solve seemingly impossible mysteries. They discovered
many awe-inspiring secrets of our magnificent planet that orbits around that scorching hot ball
of fire, later known as the Sun. They stared into the dazzling milky way, sailed across the deep
blue oceans, explored the spectacular jungles, created the first civilizations, and passed down
their knowledge from generation to generation. Much of their wisdom still remains valid in
modern societies, yet books weren’t even invented back then. This proves that books are only
one of the many ways to pass down knowledge, and we shouldn’t underestimate the
significance of other means to acquire new knowledge, including the practical experience and
valuable wisdom.

ﬁ&b%

As far as | am concerned, the key to the development of a civilization is new information.
If we continue to confine ourselves to learning from only books and nothing else, humanity
would stop improving and our knowledge would be limited. Only by constantly learning,
observing and creating can we maximize the value of knowledge and put it into practical use as
we strive to make this world a better place.

Art is the Weapon
B: 528 I KF Kelly Da-Chian Wang

It is said in a research that one out of five teenagers will experiment in art. | see myself as
that one kid. As to how and why art seems to draw in so many potential victims, don’t we all
get drawn into pretty drawings and pictures?

There is a saying that always seems to dwell in some inspiring speeches and artists’ bios
on social media. In fact, | have a poster of a quote with exactly the same meaning as the saying
hanging on my bedroom wall, all big and beautiful to greet me every day. “Art is the weapon,”
it says. As I’m writing this you can probably hear some parents booing and moaning in the
background. “Can art change the world?”” This question sounds as though an ant was standing
on a tiny pebble screaming, “Will | ever take over the world?” ridiculous and unrealistic as it
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Seems.

And it seems so absurd, when some artists out there call and chant about changing the
world while your mom and dad just might be mumbling in your ear about how you’ll probably
starve to death with the most non-profitable career ever. As a kid stuck in this conflict I can
agree that it is indeed bound to make your head turn. But in the midst of the struggle of having
to balance between my dreams and the reality, | have learned that while studying art may be
bumpier, art empowers me to make a difference. But like any other weapon, you need to know
how to use it.

On the first Tuesday of September there was an event held by Jake Parker, one of my
favorite illustrators and cartoonists, called “World Art Drop Day.” It was a challenge for
everyone—both artists and non-artists alike—to create whatever kind of artwork you could and
“drop” it somewhere in public for someone to pick it up. It seemed like an interesting concept,
so | went ahead and spent a good couple of hours drawing a picture that would hopefully end up
in somebody’s hands.

It was at this point when the worst of it all happened and my self-consciousness started to
kick in. As | watched my fingers quiver and my lines slightly wobble, I wondered whether
anyone would even want to pick my artwork up, let alone keep it. I was no world-famous artist
but just some kids who lived in a dream, chasing it with grubby hands and meaty bare feet like
a child. I sincerely prayed that my work wouldn't be mistaken as one of those flyers printed in
smelly ink and end up crumbled in the trash can pathetically. | thought to myself that while my
artwork was probably nowhere near as valuable as a diamond in people’s eyes, it is one chunk
of coal full of potential. Despite all the doubtful eyes, I believe in myself and in my work.

On the day of the event | was more anxious than ever. With my carefully packaged
finished piece in hand with a giant “I’m not trash!” note stuck on top, I carefully taped it on an
art installment in Gongguan, near one of the MRT exits and school gates. Many college
students were lingering there, making it the perfect spot to drop my art. | sneaked around like a
thief, dropped my drawing, and dashed home. All | had to do was wait.

A day had passed before I spent a few hours convincing myself
that my artwork had been treated as trash. Then I suddenly received a
message on my social media from, by the look of it, a college student.
Turns out she was indeed the one who had picked up my art. And just
as | wanted to celebrate for my work’s unlikely survival, she had more
to say.

“When | saw it | was suddenly overwhelmed with happiness,” she wrote. “And after a
whole day of failures and frustrations, your art made me feel very powerful.”

It wasn't merely happiness that overcame me. | sat there gaping in awe at my phone screen
for quite a while. My heart was hammering in my chest and my fingers were going numb. Her
words gives me just as much power. It was something I had never felt before. And it was at that
moment | truly experienced what art can do, and how two complete strangers can inspire and
connect with each other—with just a small piece of drawing. Even if it made a small difference
to only one person out of 17 billion in the world, | knew at that instant that | wanted to be a part
of this magical serendipity, and art was going to be my weapon.
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